
Young Leaders for Eco Cities – Malang Initiative

Spread over an area of approximately 250 sq kms and having an elevated topography, Malang city in East Java 
enjoys a rich historical, cultural and academic heritage. But there is an additional rare heritage that this city of close 
to 1 million residents also enjoys – a green heritage. Unlike most of the other Indonesian cities that are suffering 
from the serious consequences of chaotic and unplanned urbanization, Malang still retains vast green spaces, 
gardens, parks and a variety of flora and fauna. 

However, these are under growing strain as construction, traffic, garbage and careless lifestyle habits threaten to 
distort the character of the city. Being the second most important city in the region after Surabaya, Malang is 
finding development to be a double edged sword. The more it prospers the greater the influx of migrants, 
haphazard construction boom and adverse impacts on its quiet and natural charm. It is vital that a multi 
stakeholder approach is urgently adopted to protect and strengthen the green heritage of Malang and address 
weaknesses that can prevent it from becoming a true Eco City.

To assist in this process IndonesiaWISE has pioneered the Young Leaders for Eco City project. Since 2009 the 
company has been sharing its expertise with students and youth who have demonstrated commitment, energy, 
sense of ownership and a willingness to share ideas. Socialization seminars have been conducted, mentoring 
provided to local conservationists and research compiled including perspectives from officials, academics and 
citizens. It is hoped that with greater support some of these practical suggestions will be developed into 
implementation actions. 

Through this project IndonesiaWISE is committed to providing long term commitment to preserving a Green 
Malang. If you want to support this initiative please contact information@indonesiawise.com
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Malang Eco City 
Development

Planning 
- Planning for future challenges

- Consistent enforcement 

- Multi stakeholder involvement

- Implementation Focus

Environment Focus
- Green belt enhancement

- Conservation of endemic species

- Management of water bodies

- Civic waste management

Awareness
- Unique Green Heritage

- Current problems and solutions

- Local creative solutions

- Lifestyle changes & commitment

Youth Focus

- Involve academic institutions

- Project volunteerism

- Link with corporate CSR

- Develop sense of ownership
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Malang enjoys a unique 
historical and cultural identity. 
Designed by an engineer 
Thomas Karsten, Malang has 
always prided itself with good 
spatial planning with creation 
of adequate green spaces. 

As early as 1930 there were 
‘Green Belt’ plans for the city 
and generations of Malang 
residents have prided 
themselves in leading 
lifestyles that are harmonious 
with Nature. The city’s 
numerous education 
institutions have respected 
this tradition and boast of 
some of the most green and 
sprawling campuses in the 
city. This respect for heritage 
provides hope that Malang 
will continue to preserve its 
green heritage.
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The skyline of Malang highlights 
its green heritage. There are 
wide tree lined roads, city 
gardens, vast green spaces in 
educational campuses, good 
examples of citizen initiatives 
and well preserved green road 
dividers.

The green belts have 
contributed to the cool climate 
of the city. However, as the 
green heritage comes under 
threat there are signs of climate 
change with an increase in 
number of hot days, irregular 
rain patterns and impact of 
pollution. 

Sharp growth in vehicular traffic 
and excessive construction of 
shop houses and residential 
blocks also threatens the 
existing green areas. 
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Malang has a rich heritage of 
endemic flora and fauna. There 
are many beautiful old trees and 
various species co-existing in 
green spaces. Preserved parks like 
‘Hutan Kota Malabar’ are part of 
the city’s folklore as are its bird 
species.

There have been some good 
initiatives related to Nature and 
bird conservation, both officially 
and by interested citizens. 
However, at times these are 
sporadic, not well coordinated and 
not sufficiently large in scale to 
prevent damage from the current 
pace of urbanization.

Awareness levels amongst the 
young generation and new 
residents are also low and growing 
incidence of careless practices.
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While there is a picture 
postcard image of Malang with 
its heritage sights there is also 
an uglier side. This relates to 
over construction, lack of 
planning, garbage, sewage, 
slums, vehicular pollution and 
mismanagement of water 
resources.

While some good plans exist 
enforcement of regulations has 
been weak and inconsistent. 
The urgency and severity of 
future challenges need to be 
better understood and acted 
upon. 

There is need to adopt a multi 
stakeholder approach and 
especially include the youth 
who will inherit Malang. They 
deserve to inherit the same 
Green Malang that was 
envisioned by the planners.
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Awareness & Lifestyle 
Changes

Planning & Sustainable
Development

Innovation & Cost Effective 
Adaptation

Engagement & Stakeholder 
Commitments

Infrastructure & Timely 
Execution

Creativity & Contextual 
Solutions

Eco Cities Framework™

Young Leaders for Eco Cities is a pioneering initiative 
from IndonesiaWISE that since 2009 has been engaged 
in facilitating a multi stakeholder approach aimed at 
protecting and strengthening the Green heritage of 
Malang.

The project involves sharing insights related to our  Eco 
Cities Framework, socializing best practices from cities 
in the region and other emerging markets, collating 
ideas from student groups and compiling research 
based on multi stakeholder perspectives. 

A Phase 1 report has been compiled and findings 
submitted to Malang authorities. In Phase 2 while the 
socialization effort will continue, there will be an effort 
to commence some specific implementation projects 
based on the several practical ideas that have been 
provided. 

By maintaining the momentum the project hopes to 
ensure that the sense of urgency is not lost. The 
Malang initiative will also highlight some of the unique 
success stories of the city which other Eco City 
aspirants can also learn from. 
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The Young Leaders for Eco Cities 
initiative in Malang has several 
components. There are 
discussions and sharing of 
perspectives with key 
stakeholders. Socialization 
workshops are conducted with 
support from Universities and 
respected academicians.

The workshops are intended to 
develop awareness and 
competencies related to creation 
and management of Eco Cities. 
Students are encouraged to offer 
practical solutions and take 
ownership of their 
implementation. Networking 
with like minded youth with a 
concern for Malang, spirit of 
volunteerism and a desire to 
make green lifestyle and career 
choices have been some of the 
tangible results.
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www.IndonesiaWISE.com
information@indonesiawise.com

 Corporate and Institutional Engagement 
 CSR advisory
 Environment Social Governance (ESG) advisory
 Sustainability reporting
 Emerging markets best practice

 Sustainable Supply Chains
 Identification and assessments
 Integration with global buyers
 Industry specific best practice
 Certification advisory

 Sustainable Financing
 Risk management advisory
 ESG Due Diligence
 Business development
 Training and competency development  

 Youth Capacity Development
 Young Leaders for Eco Cities
 International institutional linkages
 Sustainability workshops  
 Internships and project mentoring

Sustainability Expertise available at IndonesiaWISE
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